
“I really didn’t know that we had 

eight million morally sound people 

in this town.’’ a m
ere age of 5. T

he fact that he had to live 

in different places like C
onnecticut, P

aris, 

W
oodstock, London, and C

alifornia due to 

D
ow

ney S
r.’s profession apparently did not 

prevent him
 to nurture his interest for the boy 

then enthusiastically joined 
the 

S
tagedoor M

anor, a perform
ing 

arts sum
m

er cam
p, to 

hone his skills in portraying 

characters, im
provisation, 

also vocal technique.

E
ntering his early teen, R

obert 

w
as forced to face the divorce of 

his 
parents in 1978, follow

ed by the 

departure of his father also sister A
llyson 

to C
alifornia as he chose to rem

ain 

w
ith his m

other in N
ew

 York. H
ow

ever, 

the teen later decided to rejoin them
 four 

years later and entered the state’s S
anta 

M
onica H

igh S
chool w

here he frequently w
as 

selected to perform
 in its stage productions. 

B
y this tim

e, his desire to pursue an acting 

career had becom
e really hard to resist so that 

he recklessly left his study earlier upon D
ow

ney 

S
r.’s approval before headed back to N

ew
 York 

to start w
orking his path in the entertainm

ent 

w
orld. A

fter a handful of sm
all parts in 

productions of either local or off-B
roadw

ay 

theaters, including those of “A
m

erican 

P
assion” and “A

lm
s for the M

iddle C
lass”, a 

good chance struck him
 w

hen an agent w
ho 

spotted his potentiality helped him
 to try out for 

film
 auditions in Los A

ngeles.

M
anaged to obtain his first credited role in 

R
osanna A

rquette’s vehicle of “B
aby It’s You” 

(1983), R
obert m

oved forw
ard to grab a 

bigger turn in “F
irstborn” (1984) in w

hich 

he shared the screen w
ith S

arah Jessica 

P
arker w

hom
 he dated shortly thereafter. 

A
lso appeared in “W

eird S
cience”, “Tuff 

Turf”, plus “M
ussolini: T

he U
ntold S

tory” 

throughout 1985, 

this 

P
reviously known to be a 

talented yet 	

troubled actor because 

of his involvement with 

drugs, Robert John 

Downey Jr. fabulously 

has risen from his 

downfall to once more 

shine in the spotlight as 

one of the finest thespians of his generation. 

A son of independent filmmaker Robert 

Downey Sr. and actress Elsie Ford, acting 

inevitably has become an inseparable part in 

Robert’s life from the day he was born on 

April 4, 1965 in Greenwich Village, New 

York City. Gradually getting familiar with 

show business supported by his mother’s 

influence, surely it did not take a long 

time for him to develop a fascination in 

performing, even to begin his initial stepv 

in the field, thanks to his father’s decision 

to include him in his 1970 effort of “Pound” 

at 

brown-eyed guy then made his way to 

hit higher when he successfully impressed 

the casting panel of “Saturday Night Live” (1975) 

and in consequence became the show’s member 

for one 
season. Lucky for him, one of his performances there 

attracted director James Toback who subsequently gave him the second billing to 

play the male lead in his 1986 picture, “The Pick-Up Artist”, alongside Molly Ringwald and 

Dennis Hopper. It was such a relief for the struggling actor as the flick not only enabled him to 

gain audience’s notice but also served as a good stepping-stone to secure a challenging role of 

Julian Wells in “Less Than Zero” (1987).

Wonderfully delivered a compelling dramatic enactment in that feature of Marek Kanievska, 

Robert in turn received huge praise from critics which unmistakably brought him to more public 

attention and exposure, leading him to land major roles in “Rented Lips” (1988), “True Believer” 

(1989), “Air America” (1990), also “Soapdish” (1991). By this time, his relationship with Sarah 

did not run well enough for them to keep staying on each other’s side so that he finally ended.
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